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mouth and defining a pour spout (18) and having a pull ring (42) coupled to a 
removable part (30) held within a base (20) of the neck which seats against an 
upper surface (1 2) of the mouth; and 

a foil (70) interposed between the surface (12) and the base (20) and fused with 
both such that removal of the pull ring (42) and removable part (30) removes at 
least part of the foil (70)and opens the spout (18); 

characterised in that the removable part comprises an annular flange (30) 
separated from a remainder of the base (20) by means of a frangible valley (32) 
defining a plurality of depending teeth (36) each having a saw tooth profile 
inclined inwardly to a centre of the base such that on removal of the pull ring the 
foil (70) is torn by the teeth (36). 

A process for bottling fluid comprising the steps of; 

extrusion blow moulding thin-walled bottle bodies having open mouths; 
filling said bottle bodies; 

fitting a neck and cap assembly having a base of the neck sized to correspond to 
the open mouth of the bottle body to each filled bottle body; 
heat sealing the bottle bodies to the neck and cap assemblies. 

A process as claimed in claim 7, wherein a foil is sealed to the base of the neck of 
the neck and cap assembly prior to delivery to a filling hall. 

A process as claimed in claim 8, further comprises sterilising the foil prior to the 
fitting step. 

A process as claimed in claim 7, wherein the bottle bodies are blow moulded 
using a rotary machine having a series of moulds adapted to pass beneath a single 
die-head for the supply of a predetermined amount of plastics material to form a 
parison which is subsequently inflated to form said body. 



A process as claimed in claim 10, wherein the bottle body leaving the mould is 
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passed directly to a filling station. 

A bottle substantially as herein described with reference to the accompanying 
drawings. 

A process for bottling fluids substantially as herein described with reference to 
the accompanying drawings. 
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1) Extrusion blown bottles, even adapted to be connected to a neck and cap assembly 
are generally known in the art. Neck and cap assemblies as well. To connect neck and 
cap in such a way as to avoid leakage after filling the bottle is a standard procedure. 
The subject-matter of Claim 1 is therefore not considered as novel (Article 33(2). Even 
if the claim would describe a bottle fused to a neck and cap assembly, the subject- 
matter of claim 1 can not be regarded as inventive. EP-A- 126 575 describes a 
container (which could be an extrusion blown bottle) with a separate top (which could 
be a neck and cap assembly). 

2) Two new documents are introduced in the proceedings: DE-A- 43 40 553 (=D1) and 
EP-A- 0 755 871 (=D2) Article 33(6). D1 describes a closure having a body, wherein a 
foil is interposed between the body and the neck and cap assembly comprising a base 
fitted to the body, a removable annular flange secured to the foil and being separated 
from the base by a frangible region and a plurality of depending teeth each having a 
saw tooth profile such that the foil is torn by the teeth (see especially Figure 2). Hence 
the only difference between the subject-matter of claim 2 and D1 is the absence of a 
pull ring (although ref 20 might be considered as such) and the exact placing of the 
teeth. This however is a choice open to the engineer and can not be considered as 
involving an inventive step Rule 33(1). The wording "use for 1 ' does not imply a technical 
feature and has no limitating effect. 

3) A weakened annular recess within the area covered by the cap, the exact 
arrangement of the pull ring or the use of coated aluminium foil is either known perse or 
an obvious design measure not justifying an inventive step either. Therefore the 
subject-matter of claims 3-5 can not be used together with the subject-matter of claim 

1 , to form an allowable claim. 

4) D2 is a comparable closure but for containers open at the top side. Therefore the 
use of such a closure for other containers as the one mentioned in WO 96/14249 is 
known in the art as well. Although a bottle is not specifically mentioned in D2, cans are. 
The subject-matter of claim 6 is therefore not considered as inventiveeither. 

5) The process of filling bottles with closures as claimed in claim 7 is one of a limited 
number of possible processes. The choice made can not be considered as inventive 
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either. The same applies for the subject-matter of claim 8-1 1 . Therefore claims 7-11 
are not allowable because they lack an inventive step. 
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